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Alleluia. Nativitas gloriose virginis Mariae ex semine Abrahae orta de tribu Juda clara ex stirpe David. Alleluia.

[Alleluia. The nativity of the glorious virgin Mary from the seed of Abraham, sprung from the tribe of Judah and of the bright stock of David. Alleluia.]
This may I prove withouten let:






    [let: hindrance]
When Gabriel our Lady gret.






      [gret: greeted]
On his knee he him set


So mildly:

‘Thou shalt conceive this samë day


Salvatorem mundi.’





[The Saviour of the World]
A star shone through Godës grace,
As Godës ownë will it was;

The shepherds saw in that place


Angels two;

And them among they sang a song,

‘Gloria in excelsis Deo!’





       [Glory on high to God]
The Child was born upon Yule day,

As prophets to us could say;

His Mother sang lullay, lullay,


Into the east;

Therefore mankind withouten end


Sing, ‘Verbum caro factum est.’




   [The Word is made flesh]
And then by tokening of a star,

Three kings there camë from afar,

And offered frankincense and myrrh


To Christ so free;

Then they said with merry cheer,


‘Mane nobiscum, Domine.’





         [Abide with us, Lord]
Therefore pray we every one

To the Bairn that time was born,

He save us all from shame and scorn


In peace and rest;
And all mankind withouten end


Sing, ‘Verbum caro factum est.’
[English, 15th century]

_________________________
Suggested number of voices: 6 S., 6 A., 6 T., 5 Bar., 4 B. Baritones 1 and 2, when not singing solo, rejoin the Bass section, not the other Baritones (who are always a unison group of 3 voices). All the Baritones join the Basses at the close, from bar 183 (p. 21) onwards. 
First performance: BBC Maida Vale Studios, 13 September 2007: BBC singers, conducted by James Morgan
Duration: 9½ minutes ca.
