Malcolm Hayes

Ring of Light
Programme Note
Ring of Light was written in 1985, shortly before what turned out to be many years as a music critic put my composing life onto the back burner (I’ve since been putting that right). I think I first imagined setting Kathleen Raine’s poem on a larger scale, perhaps with orchestra. Then gradually everything else around the words seemed to fall away,  leaving just the sound of a soprano voice. At first there’s a single musical line: then in the second strophe (‘At the ring’s centre’) a new line alternates with this, so that the singer is in dialogue with herself.
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